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subject: Balts, Xrupp Otntral Manager, Tlslte Poland. 


A 


Sba visit of Barthold BEITZ, General Manager of tha Xrupp empire, to 
Pol and | In February, to tour industrial establishments and to carry on 
dlaansalona with Polish officials, Including Foreign Minis tar RAPA CXI, was 
aanounosd by tha Xrupp Public Balatlona Popart* ant on March 3, 195®* The 
offlolal annotate anon t, which added no details beyond those pr eaentdd 
above, was apparently evoked by an editorial appearing In the March 1/2, 
1958 edition of Per Mlttag » the first known press break on the story. 

The editorial reads as follows* 


' Xrupp and Poland, 


While Al fried Xrupp is being roc el red with very varied reoeptlonsi 
In Austrnlln, hie deputy* BXITX, visited the Polish Foreign Minister 
RAPACXI. The Federal Core rumen t has nothing to do vlth this, ve are 
told froa Bona* There remains the question to bo ansvsred, what subjects 
Belts dealt with in a "lengthy d 1 ecus s ion" with Sapaokl, who- is the 
Foreign Minister sad net Xlnhter fer Boononlos* The Idea of better 
eoonomle relations with Poland la nothing unusual* Carson goods are 
oertalnly very such desired In Boland and other Saet Bloo countries* We 
could alee that Boland would pay fer then with ooal from Upper 

Silesia, the dletaaoo from Upper Slleelm to West Berlin, for instance. 

Is no greater than that from the Ruhr* Bat what has Rapadtl, s man who 
Is not only Foreign Minister but also the father of the Repack! plan, 
to do with It? To begin with we would assume that the firm of Xrupp 
and Rapacki have not talked about foreign polloy, l.e* about an atom* 
free sone* Should this have been the ease. It would appear to us not 
only stupid but else useless. Should on the other hand, as we assume, 
the subject of the discussions have been trade relatione between the 
two countries, than the approach to the Foreign Minister can only aaan 
that the extent ef planned con tract a ere aeds the soope of the normal 
exchange of payments and that trad# ograwmamta and loans are being 
planned for this purpose* That again would be more than what la 
usual and would therefore be very Interesting* Although ve are 
assured that the Btderal Government has nothing to do vlth this, wo 
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ooold intern* that It would bo very la torse ted la olooor trade 
relatione with Poland oo a oubotltato ior dlplomatlo relatione whloh 
at thlo nonont would bo hard to establish* By tho nature of oooh 
t hi ago diroot politioel offooto or# not to bo scooted* Ono night, 
however, ooaoldor whothor thlo would not deorease tonolom botvoon 
Geraaag and Poland * a foot that might oorro a g on oral inprovenent of 
relations botwooa East and Voot by olimi noting tho harohnees of contro- 
versies** 
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